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Le fabuleaux destin d’Amélie Poulain (Amélie) (Jean-Pierre Jeunet, 2001; 122 minutes)

Producer: Jean-Marc Deschamps

Cinematography: Bruno Delbonnel

Editor: Hervé Schneid

Production Design: Aline Bonetto

Costumes: Madeline Fontaine & 

Emma Lebail

Original Music: Yann Tiersen

Screenplay: Jean-Pierre Jeunet & 

Guillaume Laurant

Cast:

Amélie Poulain (Audrey Tautou)

Nino Quincampoix (Mathieu Kassovitz)

Raphaël Poulain, Amélie’s father (Rufus)

Madeline Wallace, concierge (Yolande Moreau)

Hipolito, the writer (Artus de Penguern)

Collignon, the grocer (Urbain Cancelier)

Bretodeau, the box man (Maurice Bénichou)

Joseph (Dominique Pinon)

Mr. Collignon (Michel Robin)

Georgette (Isabelle Nanty)

Suzanne (Claire Maurier)

Gina (Clotilde Mollet)

Raymond Dufayel (Serge Merlin)

Lucien (Jamel Debbouze)

Eva, the stripper (Claude Perron)

Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):
Innocent and naïve Amélie lives and works in the Montmarte neighborhood of Paris. She interacts curiously with her neighbors, as well as a mysterious Photomaton-image collector, and one of his even more mysterious photo subjects. After several surprising twists of fate, Amélie decides to help those around her live better lives. Through many humorous and adventurous strategies, she strives to bring them happiness; along the way, she discovers her own happiness and love.

Questions for Discussion:

1.  As you watch the film, look for motifs, parallelisms, and contrasts created among the characters, settings, etc. What significant patterns emerge?

2.  Note the range and depth of narration in Amélie. Are there any significant shifts or deviations from the overall patterns? When do they occur and why?

3.  What elements of visual style are striking in the film's mise-en-scène? Note motifs in color, costume, lighting, setting, actor blocking, etc. Why do you think the filmmakers made these choices?

4.  How do significant patterns of camerawork and editing create meaning in the film? Note motifs in framing, camera/optical movement, rhythm, graphic composition, continuity, etc. Why do you think the filmmakers made these choices?

5.  How is sound used expressively to create meaning in Amélie? What are some of the major sound motifs employed throughout the film?

6.  What referential, explicit, implicit, and symptomatic meanings do you find in Amélie? How do the above motifs in M, C, E, and S support your interpretations?

